[Brain metastases: epidemiology, diagnosis and imaging].
The incidence of brain metastases is poorly documented but seems to be increasing. Brain metastases occur in 10% of patients with cancer. Extending the life of patients and improved diagnostic techniques seem to be the cause of this increase. The diagnosis is made either on systematic reviews of sick patients, either before the onset of a neurological disorder. Brain MRI is the gold standard to evaluate the number, size and location of brain metastases. Achieving an histological examination should be performed in cases of diagnostic uncertaintly. Inaugural metastases occure in 20% of cases. The general practionner should investigate primary cancer quickly to refer the patient to an appropriate specialist. The management of brain metastases is multidisciplinary and requires coordination of different practitioners.